
EAA Chapter 81 Meeting Minutes
Saturday August 18, 2012

Meeting was called to order at 1000 by Secretary Bob Miller, who was asked to conduct the meeting 
by absentee President Duane Boyd, who couldn’t be here because he was somewhere else.  Bob, 
who is challenged by the task of walking while chewing gum, provided amusement to all as he tried to 
run the show while also taking Minutes.
Secretary’s Report: As there had been no July meeting because of the many members who attended 
Airventure, there were no minutes to report.  No one seemed to mind.
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Mick Myal was also unable to attend, due to poor health, and passed 
on the message that we must find another to assume his office.  There has been no activity in our 
accounts, so we can do without a report for now.  We wish Mick a speedy recovery and have honored 
his wish to recruit another Treasurer.
Newsletter Editor’s Report:  Erik Fjerstad reminded us that he needs to update addresses.  There are 
currently 126 members of Chapter 81, 115 of whom are active.  (Looking around the room, it would 
appear that his numbers are optimistic, as several members appeared barely conscious, much less 
active.)  He provided extra copies of the roster and of the newsletter, which is available in Vibrant 
Color by email or in Drab Black-and-White for those who insist on receiving it by snail mail. He also 
informed us that member Scott Haun passed away in March from a cancer.  Scott was an active Sport  
Pilot, having attained his certificate in 2010.  Erik promises to have more to tell us about Scott in the 
next newsletter.
New visitors introduced themselves to the meeting: 

• Rich McLann has been in and out of EAA.  His dad built a Long EZ, and Rich is in the Air 
Force, flying rescue helicopters.  He has just bought a Hatz CB-1 biplane, has a fresh tailwheel 
endorsement, and is experiencing the joys of wind-in-the-face flying!

• Greg Duncan is a Tucson Native (we knew that there had to be one) whose first airplane ride 
was in a Piper PA-12 with his dad.  He is determined to finish his pilot training.

• Chris Escajeda just left the Air Force and is scheming to get his hands on an RV-8.  
• Adam Oliver has been in EAA for 20 years and the Air Force for 16.  He has helped build RV-

4s and Long EZs and modestly claims to be an excellent TIG welder.  He has made fuel tanks 
for Luscombes and is designing and building a flying motorcycle!

Old and New Business, you figure out which is which (I told you Bob was challenged):  Copperstate 
update:  Forums Coordinator John Harlow is seeking presentations.  Of note, filmmaker Mike Still will 
be making a documentary about the Copperstate Fly-In and would like to interview owners who will be 
bringing  interesting  aircraft.   Those  who  would  like  to  participate  should  send  an  email  to 
Copperstate.org.  The Fly-In takes place over October 25-27.
Next weekend, Grand Canyon Valle airport will present its High Country Fly-In, complete with car and 
tractor show.  
The Cessna 120-140 Association will be having its Fly-In at Ryan Field the weekend of October 20, a 
week  before  the  Copperstate  Fly-In  and  coinciding  with  our  meeting.   Chapter  81  is  invited  to 
participate in the Cessna group activities, and Erik Fjerstad will investigate how we might do so.
Bob Miller made a short (for him) presentation based upon an article in the May 2012 issue of AOPA 
Pilot on the topic of the career piloting hierarchy.  The article is entitled BACKWARDS, and points out 
that  the  highest-paid,  most  experienced  pilots  fly  the  best  equipment,  often  in  the  most  benign 
environment, with a landing every 8-14 hours.  In contrast, the pilot who has the toughest job (for the 
lowest pay), the instructor, faces multiple landings per hour with a less-than-competent student in the 
other seat, flies in low-altitude weather with no autopilot and no back-up.  This tells us that there is 
something very wrong with our priorities.  In a sensible world, aspiring new professional pilots would 
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fly as first officers, visiting the exotic destinations in high-flying, long-range turbine equipment, building 
experience on the technically easier flights.  A promotion would graduate the mid-level to the highly-
paid  world of  short-haul,  low-altitude flights.   Those who still  enjoyed the job,  were qualified and 
enthusiastic, would become flight instructors, the best-paid, most knowledgeable, and most-respected! 
The  fact  that  this  situation  is  reversed  may  well  explain  our  shrinking  pilot  population.  We  are 
frequently faced with underpaid, unenthusiastic instructors who teach only to build hours as a bridge to 
their  airline  careers.   Under  these  circumstances,  is  it  surprising  that  most  students  become 
discouraged and fail to finish their training?
The Main Feature of the meeting was a slide presentation by Eric Witherspoon about his experience 
at AirVenture and the many innovative ideas he encountered.  He edited and condensed his 1100 
photos into a half-hour show.  Some of the highlights:

• The Pegasus O-200, a 60 HP engine engineered from ½ of a Continental O-200.
• Raven is marketing a conversion of the Honda Fit engine, ready to fly at $16K.
• A Brazilian firm is building a VW type 1-based aircraft engine which contains no VW parts. It is 

completely reengineered with unique castings and large, heavy-duty bearings at the prop end. 
It produces 95 HP from 2.6 liters.

• Sadler is producing a twin-row, 6-cylinder radial called the R1765-U, producing 65 HP from 122 
pounds at a very low cost.  It uses VW cylinders.

• Hirth’s F-23 engine is an opposed 2-cylinder 2-stroke which produces 50HP at an all-up-weight 
(including intake, exhaust, electrics, and propeller-speed reduction unit) of only 84 pounds.

• Lycoming is marketing an aerobatic version of its new, lightweight O-233.
• The Rotec R-2800 (cc, not cubic inches) 7-cylinder radial provides 110 HP from 221 pounds. 

Its 9-cylinder big brother, the R-3600, makes 150 HP.
• Viking is another converter of the Honda Fit engine and has one mounted to a Sonex.
• There is a RV-12 fitted with a Jabiru 2200 80 HP four-cylinder engine.  One wonders how well  

this will perform in an aircraft designed for the 100HP Rotax 912 ULS.
• The UL Power 350IS four-cylinder, air-cooled, direct-drive engine produces 130 HP from 173 

pounds.  It has FADEC (full-authority digital engine control) and electronic fuel-injection and 
ignition.

• Turbine engines have found their way into an RV-10 and even a Zenith CH750!  That’s quite an 
accomplishment, offering, let’s see, no more speed at only 5 times the fuel burn.  They do get 
attention, though, which, one suspects, is the whole point.

• Panther Aircraft offers a single seat aerobat with Corvair power.
This is only a sampling of what was shown, as Bob, aside from claiming writer’s cramp, is legibility-
challenged and cannot read many of his own notes.
Eric’s presentation was very well received, and he has the material to make several more.  Others  
present who also attended AirVenture, marveled at how they and Eric had had totally different (but 
wonderful) experiences, reinforcing the immense diversity of the event.
At  the end of  the meeting,  Rick Bernardi,  previous Secretary of  his  EAA chapter  in  Connecticut, 
stepped up to the plate and volunteered to take the Treasurer position.
The meeting was adjourned at 1110.  President Boyd is working on arrangements for a tour of the 
Bombardier facility and on a powder-coating presentation meeting in the near-future, but, for now, the 
next meeting is planned to take place at the Ryan Field meeting room on Saturday, September 15 at 
1000.

Respectfully Submitted by
Secretary Bob Miller
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