
EAA Chapter 81 Meeting Minutes       
August 16, 2014

Meeting was called to order at 1000 by President Eric Witherspoon at the Ryan
Field Meeting Room.

Secretary’s Report: as there was no July meeting due to Airventure Oshkosh,
there were no Minutes to present.  Some Wit suggested that Secretary Bob Miller
present the Minutes from the June meeting instead.  Bob himself suggested that
those Minutes had already been accepted, but, jeez, if you insist, we’ll vote again
not to read them.  So we did. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jim Gries tells us that we have $13, 991 in the bank and a
pending $99 deposit, which should bring us up to over 14 Grand.  President Eric
has  not  been  successful  at  contacting  the  Pima  Community  College  Aviation
Program to offer our annual three $500 scholarship donations for 2014, but he
will keep trying.

Old Business:  Eric did succeed in purchasing a new video projector, something
for which our Board of Directors had already voted funds long ago, with choices
researched  by  Newsletter  Editor  Erik  Fjerstad.   The  incentive  to  replace  our
Pleistocene  Era  projector  (that’s  the  ice  age,  for  those  who  are  historically
challenged) was that it finally bit the dust (we could no longer obtain a saber-
tooth squirrel to run its cage).  Eric also succeeded in re-filing Chapter 81 with
the Arizona Corporate Commission, so we are still a legal non-profit organization.

New Business:  Eric made a presentation to the Saddlebrooke Rotary Club about
Chapter  81  and  what  we  represent  (whatever  that  might  be).   Although  he
remains eternally optimistic, it does not appear that his efforts have increased our
membership.   He will  also  be attending,  along with  5  other  members  of  our
chapter, the Pima Air and Space Museum’s kid-oriented Nightwings program on
Saturday August 23 from 5-9 PM, with a slide presentation about Experimental
Aviation.

Upcoming  Project  meetings  will  be:  Dennis  Crowley  and  his  Airventure  Silver
Lindy-winning Just Aircraft Escapade on Saturday September 20, Tito Sanchez
and his  RV-12 on Saturday  October  18,  and  Norm Radtke and his  Waiex  on
Saturday November 15.  In lieu of a December meeting, we will have the Holiday
Dinner, tentatively scheduled for Wednesday December 10 at 6PM at El Corral
Restaurant.  The 10th was chosen because events tend to get crowded closer to
the end of the month.  The ever-gracious Lori Maurer, as usual, will make the
arrangements unless someone else comes up with a better idea pronto.  Most of
us are fine with El Corral, but if any of you would like to offer up a preferred
venue, speak up at the next meeting or forever hold your peace.  Bob Miller
blathered on about his experience in Oshkosh this year.  He and Lori volunteer
with the Vintage Aircraft folks, parking airplanes, which is a great way to meet



people, see the sights, and get to ride around on a motor scooter while everyone
else walks his or her feet off.  In between volunteer sessions, they were able to
watch the Thunderbirds, see many aerobatic luminaries perform, including the
legendary Patti Wagstaff, and attend presentations by such living legends as Bud
Anderson and Bob Hoover.  The VTOL Ospreys were there in force, but there was
a disappointing turnout of WW I replicas, considering that this is the centennial of
the beginning of The War To End All Wars.  Typical lousy Midwestern weather was
likely responsible for the scant numbers, as there was a thunder storm just about
every day.  The 100% humidity (water just falls out of the sky there, can you
believe it?) didn’t  dampen enthusiasm, and the ground did not lapse into (as
much) mud this year, as the downpours were short in duration.  The Seaplane
base is a tranquil oasis away from the madding crowd, and Bob and Lori have the
transportation system figured out to the point where they are only walking a few
miles every day.  For those who have not yet attended, you owe it to yourself to
get there one of these years; it is too enormous to see in only a week and there
is something for everyone.

The ever-cheerful Dave Schiffman informed us that an ultralight tied down near
the shade hangers at Ryan got picked up by a microburst and mangled.  This is a
sobering reminder that we actually do have some weather in the Southwest.

Visitor  Lou  Miller  recently  moved  to  Tucson  from  Wanatchee,  (central)
Washington, where his local chapter features “a lot of old guys” and a replica of
the 1931 Miss Pangborn, a modified Bellanca that was the first airplane to cross
the Pacific non-stop.

Next, Eric fired up the new space-age projector and played for us an EAA Chapter
Video presentation, divided into two segments.  The first was on PPGs: powered
paragliders.  This is basically a parachute canopy and harness and an engine and
fan that you strap to your back.  There was an article in the latest Sport Aviation
which  covered  the  aircraft  in  greater  detail,  but  the  video  made  a  strong
presentation.  One possibly misleading impression from the video is that PPGs are
incredibly fuel efficient, citing that the engine only burns a gallon of premixed
gasoline and oil per hour.  Sounds pretty impressive until you count in the speed
of the aircraft, which is about 25 MPH.  A Long-EZE travelling at 180 MPH and
burning 7.2 GPH gets the same 25 MPH and actually gets to go somewhere.  The
video did not go into the wheeled tricycle platforms for the pilot, concentrating on
how basic and elemental the backpack engine and fan are.  Not all of us can run
with a 60# pack on our backs, and not all of us have a constant sea breeze to
help inflate the canopy, so that tricycle could come in mighty handy. 

The second Chapter  Video  was  about  the  Panther  LSA.   This  is  an aerobatic
tailwheel  single-seater  set  up  for  multiple  engine  choices  in  the  100-120  HP
range, such as the Corvair, Rotax, or UL line.  Of aluminum construction with
primarily pulled flush rivets, it claims a firewall-back kit price of $11,500 and a
docile stall speed of 51 MPH.  It sure looked beautiful, a lot of fun to fly, and



represents  one  man’s  dream  of  affordable  aerobatic  flying  that  is  likely  to
resonate in others.

The meeting was adjourned at 1100.  The September Project meeting will be on
Saturday the 20th, which you already knew if you paid attention.

Respectfully Submitted by
Secretary Bob Miller


